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WRRC celebrates 60 years in 2024 as a federally 

authorized center

• WRRC is the designated Water Resources Research Institute (WRRI) for 

Arizona pursuant to the Water Resources Research Act (WRRA) of 1964, as 

amended

• WRRC is an Extension Center and research unit at the University of Arizona 

(does not house degree programs)

• Funds from the WRRA Section 104(b) program help support:
• Research on water-related issues involving students at Arizona’s 3 state universities

• 2024 project: Indian Water Rights Settlements in AZ: An Analysis of their History and Potential Future (Aminta 

Menjivar, PhD candidate) 

• WRRC’s robust Information Transfer Program
• Weekly Wave e-News Digest: 3,853 subscribers as of 9/2024

• Water Webinars: average 148 attendees/webinar in 2023

• 2024 Annual Conference: 900 registrants (in-person & virtual)

• Arroyo: sent to 10,628 recipients in 2023

• County Water Factsheets: 14 of 15 counties complete

• WRRC Website: 196,323 page views in 2023
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https://wrrc.arizona.edu/

Find information on our initiatives on the WRRC’s  website.

https://wrrc.arizona.edu/


4

Bridging the academic and non-academic 

communities
• Applied research

• Groundwater governance and management

• Transboundary Aquifer Assessment Program

• USDA-funded work on irrigated agriculture in the 
Southwestern US

• Groundwater, including governance and managed 
aquifer recharge

• Colorado River Basin water issues

• Rural watershed work

• Extension and Engagement

• Water RAPIDS

• Work at geographic scales from local to international

• Work across different water-using sectors

• Partnerships are foundational to our work

• Applied research, engagement, and education 
efforts are interwoven
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I teach the graduate course “Water Policy in Arizona 

and Semi-arid Regions” each Spring semester

• Resource Availability

• Location of water demands and supplies

• Economics 

• Historic and Current Legal/Institutional Framework 

• The nature of involvement of multiple governmental and non-governmental 
entities, including the extent of centralized versus decentralized decision 
making

• Politics of Area 

• Public values and socio-cultural factors

• Historical context

• Information

• Etc…

Water policy and management reflect many 

determining factors

Importance of Context

Megdal, Graduate class, Water Policy in Arizona and Semi-arid Regions, January 12, 2024
20

Water Cycle 

Context

“I learned so much in your class! It 
was very interesting and I loved the 
guest speakers and the pragmatic 
conversations that we had!”

“I learned so much from this 
class that has already been 
directly applicable in my work.”

Week 4, Feb. 2, 2024



6

Applied Research and Analyses



Transboundary Aquifer Assessment Program, 

particularly Arizona-Sonora Components

GREATER DEPTH,
BROADER PERSPECTIVE
FOR A CLEAR WATER FUTURE
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Connecting Middle East and Agriculture

https://research.arizona.edu/impact/future-of-food

https://research.arizona.edu/impact/future-of-food
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WRRC Diversity Initiatives – Research, 

education, and engagement

• Indigenous Water Dialogues
• Initial support from the Agnese Nelms Haury Program

• 2021 Annual Conference, Tribal Water Resilience in a 

Changing Environment

• 2024 WRRA 104b funding for “Indian Water 

Settlements in Arizona: An Analysis of their History and 

Potential Future”

• Diversifying Voices in Water Resources
• 2021-2022 WRRA 104b funded project to investigate 

the state of knowledge about increasing diversity in 

water resources dialogues

• Journal of Contemporary Water Research and 

Education outstanding paper of the year, “Diversity, 

Equity, Inclusion, and Justice in Water Dialogues: A 

Review and Conceptualization” published April 2023.  

Winner of Best Paper Award!

• 2023-2024 Survey of National Water Resources 

Institutes about activities to promote diversity
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Water RAPIDS (Water Research and Planning 

Innovations for Dryland Systems)

• Flexible approach to water resources 
planning to strengthen local and regional 
economies while supporting the natural 
resources that contribute to quality of life.

• Recent & ongoing projects:
• Technical support, coordination, and facilitation 

services in support of Town of Superior with:

• Queen Creek restoration projects

• Integrated watershed planning

• Green Stormwater Infrastructure planning

• Drought response planning with Town of 
Patagonia

• Development of report for a general audience 
describing the regulations and policies for water 
use by copper mining in Arizona Excerpt of online groundwater visualization tools 

developed as part of drought response planning with 
Town of Patagonia.
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https://wrrc.arizona.edu/news-events/2024-
conference/wrrc-2024-conference-agenda

WRRC Annual Conference 

Session recordings available!

March 12-13, 2024

Implementing Water Solutions Through Partnerships

https://wrrc.arizona.edu/news-events/2024-conference/wrrc-2024-conference-agenda
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Water Issues Critical to Arizona
The WRRC’s Arroyo is a unique publication produced each 

spring to look in depth at a single topic of timely importance 

to Arizona. Published regularly since 2007, topics have 

ranged widely. In recent years, the Arroyo has been linked 

with the WRRC Annual Conference topic to capture and 

expand on the themes and lessons of the conference. The 

Arroyo is available online: https://wrrc.arizona.edu/arroyo
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County-level Factsheets

Get to Know Water in Your County
These county-level factsheets are designed to answer common questions about water resources, 

tailored to every county in Arizona to foster understanding of the local nature of Arizona water resource 
challenges and solutions.

wrrc.arizona.edu/az-water-factsheets

http://wrrc.arizona.edu/arizona-water-factsheets
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• WRRC Water Webinars
• Diverse audience, averaging 148 attendees and 223 registrants 

in 2023

• Presentations from state, national, and international experts

• Topics: research, policy, water management, community 

engagement, and more

• Recordings posted online

• Special Events & Co-sponsored Events
• Community engagement (e.g., Prescott AMA and Santa Cruz 

County programs)

• Book signings

• Cosponsor events with university and external partners

• ”Dear Body of Water Project” with U of A Poetry Center

• Native Voices in STEM seminar series

• Chocolate Fest every February, where we announce photo 

context winners

Water Webinars & Special Events
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2024 Photo Contest

The WRRC is excited to 

announce our 2024 Photo 

Contest. We invite you to 

showcase your talent by 

capturing anything from nature 

and wildlife to industry and 

agriculture, including people at 

play and at work. It’s totally up 

to you. Just make sure your 

picture relates to water and it’s 

in Arizona!*

All submissions must 

be received on or 

before Dec. 20, 2024.

*"Borders" category images can be from 

any location.
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• Presentations and talks
• Academic, professional, civic, and community groups

• Local, state, national, and international engagement

• 52 presentations in 2023

• Interviews with news organizations
• Comments on Arizona’s water supply, the future of the 

Colorado River, and other water management issues

• 75 interviews in 2023

• Public inquiries
• Respond to water questions and requests for information

• Phone and web submissions

• Provide resources or redirect to appropriate 
department/agency for assistance

Speaking Engagements, Interviews, Inquiries

WRRC Associate Director 

Jamie McEvoy and Project 

Manager Garland Speight 

present posters at Cooperative 

Extension Conference, August 

2024
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Networks and making connections
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G reetings from  N ew  York City and H appy World Water Day! Today is the of cial start of the UN 2023 Water 
Conference, the frst w ater conference convened by the U nited N ations in alm ost 50 years. Thousands of 
participants have gathered to com m it to strong actions to address w ater issues at all scales across the globe. It 

is recognized that advancing achievem ent of Sustainable Development Goal 6 —  clean w ater and sanitation for all —  
requires actions on the part of each one of us.

Registration for the conference w as not open to individuals. Instead, N GO s, universities, and others had to apply for 
accreditation to participate. U Arizona’s accreditation enabled the participation of eight registered delegates, w ho 
all arrived in N ew  York City eager to participate. The UArizona delegation m em bers include Colorado River Indian 
Tribes Chairw om an Am elia Flores, Gila River Indian Com m unity Governor Stephen Roe Lew is, U Arizona Professor 
and Director of the U dall Center for Studies in Public Policy Andrea K. Gerlak, U Arizona graduate student W ilzave 
Q uiles Guzm án, Colorado River Basin W ater &  Tribes Initiative Co-Directors M att M cKinney and Daryl Vigil, U Arizona 
alum na Elia Tapia, and yours truly. It is great to be at the conference w ith UArizona colleagues and partners, including 
form er UArizona Extension Agent Josh M oore, w ho now  w orks as Farm s M anager for his hom e com m unity, the 
Colorado River Indian Tribes.

Prior to the form al three-day conference, several of us participated in the all-day M arch 21 Water 
Diplomacy Symposium, w here the discussion focused heavily on the need for inclusive and 
equitable consultation and engagem ent. W e explored issues related to Indigenous com m unities, 
gender, incom e, and age, w ith a very strong focus on shared w aters. Em pow ering ourselves w as 
an im portant them e, w hether it be through sharing of data and inform ation, perspectives, and/
or practices. Dialogue through the breaks w as robust, and m any new  friendships w ere m ade. The 
W om en in W ater Diplom acy N etw ork w as the key convener. The netw ork’s signature clip w ill be 
w orn by m any throughout the U N  W ater Conference.

W orld W ater Day activities of cially started for m e at m idnight, w hen I delivered via Zoom  the 
keynote lecture, “Taking action to change the w ays w e use, consum e, and m anage w ater,” for the 
W ater Research Center at Sultan Qaboos U niversity. 

M y W orld W ater Day continued w ith the afternoon side event session at the U N , The Role of Indigenous People in 
Governing Shared Waters, w hich w as co-convened by the W ater &  Tribes Initiative | Colorado River Basin and the 
W RRC. W e w ere honored that U.S. Departm ent of Interior Secretary Deb H aaland delivered inspirational com m ents 
to lead of the session. O bserving that w ater security depends on good w ater stew ardship, she noted that a m ore 
equitable w ater future depends on respect, integrating Indigenous know ledge, and putting w ords into action. Indeed, 
the featured speakers from  the Colorado River Basin and other parts of the w orld inspired attendees to recognize that 
w orking through respectful partnerships is essential. 

O f course, there is great excitem ent associated w ith the conference and related events, w hich are occurring at the U N  
and all over N ew  York City. Though everyone realizes that action is necessary and com m itm ent statem ents are being 
developed, only tim e w ill tell if the com m itm ents to action translate into im proved w ater and sanitation conditions.

I’ll end this Refections —  m ore to follow  via the W RRC’s Weekly Wave new sletter and through our March 28 webinar 
about the conference experience —  w ith how  I ended m y lecture for Sultan Qaboos U niversity’s celebration of W orld 
W ater Day:  Let’s all act to im prove!

Sharon B. Megdal, Ph.D.
Director, Water Resources  
Research Center 
The University of Arizona

Land Acknowledgement

Ref ections:  
Today Is World 
Water Day! 
by Sharon B. Megdal 
03/22/2023

Women in Water 
Diplomacy Network Clip

Informing and educating –

from AZ to Global networks
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The seven factors:

• A functioning mechanism for 

cooperation, including knowledge 

co-production

• Mutual respect contributing to trust

• Involvement of interested parties 

(stakeholders)

• Good communication

• Persistence and Patience

• Eating with your partners

• Leadership

Case study in Handbook of Water Diplomacy (in press)
Available on request from smegdal@arizona.edu

Additional noteworthy factors not discussed in the case study: 

Transparency + Sharing Lessons Learned (both positive and negative)

Stockholm World Water Week

August 2024
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The WRRC’s small but dedicated staff endeavors 

to be…

Collaborating effectively

Empowering decision making through developing 
and sharing information and analyses

Elevating diverse voices and perspectives

Inclusive and welcoming

Providing engaging  and accessible educational programs and materials

Responsive and responsible

Communicating clearly

Consultative

in… 

so that we are a trusted partner and source of 

water information!
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Connect with WRRC programming!

October 16, 2024, 3:30 pm on Zoom

October 31, 2024, 3:00 pm in-person talk and book signing 
at WRRC and on Zoom
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e-News Digest

Be Informed
Keep up with our news and 

events with a subscription to the 

Weekly Wave e-News Digest.

wrrc.arizona.edu/subscribe

Engage with us!!
smegdal@arizona.edu

https://wrrc.arizona.edu/subscribe
mailto:smegdal@arizona.edu

