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Quick! Register Now for the
WRRC Annual Conference!

The low-cost standard registration for the WRRC's upcoming conference, Arizona’s
Agricultural Outlook: Water, Climate, and Sustainability, closes on June 30! Register today
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to ensure your spot before the price goes up. In addition to the diverse set of speakers
and topics scheduled for the in-person day on July 12, the WRRC has organized two days
of virtual programming on July 13 and 14. Day 2 (July 13) opens with a panel on climate
change and drought adaptation, including discussions of Tribal resilience, the impacts of
Colorado River shortages on irrigated agriculture, and mitigation research. The innovative
partnership between N-Drip, the Colorado River Indian Tribes, and Central Arizona Project
will be featured in a panel on technological solutions to pressing drought concerns. The
day closes with a roundtable discussion of water policy in the region, including outcomes
from the current Arizona legislative session, similarities of issues faced in California, and
USDA rural development efforts. 

Read More

EVENTS

Upcoming Events

Jul 12-14: WRRC 2022 Annual Conference: Arizona’s Agricultural Outlook: Water,
Climate, and Sustainability

Aug 30: WRRC Brown Bag Webinar: Rio Reimagined: Reconnecting the Salt River with
the Valley's Metropolitan Communities

NEWS

New Publications Focus on Managed Aquifer
Recharge

Managed Aquifer Recharge (MAR) is the subject of two recent
publications written by or with contributions from WRRC Director
Sharon B. Megdal. The first, titled “MAR as a Mechanism to
Advance Water Policy Goals: A Perspective,” is an article in
the recent edition of The Water Report, focused on how MAR has
helped Arizona meet water policy goals. The article also discusses a few unresolved
issues with Arizona’s MAR framework that require further attention. The second
publication, “Managed Aquifer Recharge: Overview and Governance,” discusses MAR
more generally and is split into three sections. Megdal is a co-author of Section 2 on
Water Resources Planning and Management, which outlines the governance
arrangements needed for a successful MAR program. Sections 1 and 3 of the book cover
the basic concepts of MAR and water quality management. Peter Dillon, one of the
authors and editors, highlights the book's value, noting, “this is the most complete global
overview that I have seen of groundwater management policies and groundwater
protection strategies to harness and encourage MAR to sustain water resources in both
developing and advanced jurisdictions.” The book is available for free online, published by
the International Association of Hydrologists (IAH).
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Reclamation’s Commissioner Touton Warns of
Upcoming Colorado River Water Cuts
On June 14, Commissioner Camille Calimlim Touton of the US
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) made a statement before
the US Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
summarizing the status of drought in the western states and
giving particular attention to the reality of conditions in the
Colorado River Basin. “The system is at a tipping point,” said
Commissioner Touton, and “despite the actions taken by the Department and
Reclamation, significant and additional conservation actions are required to protect the
Colorado River system infrastructure and the long-term stability of the system.” According
to coverage of the testimony by Tony Davis with the Arizona Daily Star, Commissioner
Touton said two to four million acre-feet of water use must be cut across the basin to
address the continued decline in reservoir levels. In response to Commissioner Touton’s
statement, Arizona Department of Water Resources Director Tom Buschatzke said, “We
will do whatever it takes. Circumstances now beckon us further toward immediate and
substantial actions.” Read Commissioner Touton’s testimony, responses from Director
Buschatzke and Central Arizona Project General Manager Ted Cooke, and the article by
Tony Davis below.

Commissioner Touton’s Testimony
Director Buschatzke’s Response
Ted Cooke’s Response
Tony Davis Article

Annual Coconino County 4th Grade Water
Ethics Contest
 
Water conservation is an ethical challenge. Integrating ethical
water education into our programs instills a sense of
stewardship, ownership, and responsibility in our youth, shaping
behaviors and inspiring solutions to our water resource issues.
Each year, 4th-grade students across Coconino County are
invited to participate in a Water Ethics Contest. The contest,
which began in 2010, is sponsored by the Coconino Plateau Watershed Partnership (a
branch of the Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council) and hosted by Willow Bend
Environmental Education Center. The mission of the Council and Partnership is to
facilitate and implement sound water resource management and conservation strategies
on the Coconino Plateau.

Read More

ADEQ Planning Potable Water Reuse Rulemaking Process

Permanent standards and regulations for direct potable reuse (DPR) of ultra-treated
reclaimed water will be developed in the coming year by the Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality (ADEQ). Prompted by House Bill 2129, pending in the Arizona
legislature, ADEQ is planning to revisit the interim rules adopted in 2017, “to better

https://www.nps.gov/glca/learn/images/Low-Water_June-1-2021-355.JPG?maxwidth=1200&autorotate=false&quality=78&format=webp
https://www.nps.gov/glca/learn/images/Low-Water_June-1-2021-355.JPG?maxwidth=1200&autorotate=false&quality=78&format=webp
https://mlsvc01-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/4f482ed6201/9a23ecc9-fde5-4300-a988-009d6501a998.png
https://mlsvc01-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/4f482ed6201/9a23ecc9-fde5-4300-a988-009d6501a998.png
https://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/#/congressional-testimony/4241
https://new.azwater.gov/sites/default/files/061422_ADWRHearing_MediaStatement.pdf
https://library.cap-az.com/documents/public-information/press-release/CAP-GM-Ted%20Cooke-Statement-BOR-announcement_061422.pdf
https://tucson.com/news/local/big-colorado-river-water-cuts-needed-next-year-top-us-official-warns/article_90566a38-ec37-11ec-bc3d-63579bae83c6.html
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/
https://projectwet.arizona.edu/
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/news/annual-coconino-county-4th-grade-water-ethics-contest


address minimum performance requirements, source control,
design elements to prevent contamination of the water supply,
operator qualifications, technical, managerial, and financial
requirements, uniform terminology, and other issues.” There are
no permitted DPR facilities in Arizona to date, but advances in
detection and treatment technology and growing water scarcity
are driving interest in adding DPR to the list of viable water
supply options. ADEQ will consult stakeholders, including both
experts and the water-consuming public, throughout the
rulemaking process. The first public stakeholder meeting is likely to take place this
summer. Interested individuals should subscribe to the “Water Quality Division
Rulemaking” email list for updates and notifications regarding participation.

Image: Arroyo 2016: Potable Reuse of Water

Subscribe to ADEQ

WATER JOBS

UArizona Director, Cooperative Extension Job Listing
The University of Arizona seeks a strategic and innovative leader to be the next Director of
the UArizona Cooperative Extension System (CES).

McDowell Sonoran Conservancy Science Coordinator
Pima County Sustainability Program Coordinator

Please visit WRRC's website for a complete listing of water jobs & opportunities.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jul 12-14: WRRC 2022 Annual Conference: Arizona’s Agricultural Outlook: Water,
Climate, and Sustainability
Jul 15: ADEQ 604(b) Water Quality Grant Program – Application Deadline
Jul 24-26: Arizona Water Reuse Symposium 2022
Jul 26: GROUNDWATERx Session for Students and Recent Grads at Western
Groundwater Congress 2022 – Abstract Deadline
Aug 11-12: Arizona Water Law Conference
Aug 15: 2022 AHS Annual Symposium – Early Bird Registration Deadline
Aug 27: The 8th International Conference on Drylands, Deserts & Desertification:
Learning from Drylands: A Global Effort Towards Ecosystem Restoration – Early
Bird Deadline
Sep 11-14: AWWA 2022 Water Infrastructure Conference & Exposition
Sep 11-15: IWA World Water Congress & Exhibition – Water for Smart Liveable
Cities
Sep 14-16: 2022 AHS Annual Symposium
Sep 19-20: Tribal Water Law Conference
Sep 19-21: Western Groundwater Congress
Sep 26-27: OU International WaTER Conference
Sep 26-28: State of the Verde Watershed Conference – The Future of the Verde:
Solutions for the Next Decade
Sep 29: Friends of the Verde River Stormwater Workshop – Funding and Financing
for Municipal Stormwater Projects

https://wrrc.arizona.edu/publications/arroyo-newsletter/arroyo-2016-potable-reuse-water
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/publications/arroyo-newsletter/arroyo-2016-potable-reuse-water
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/AZDEQ/subscriber/new?topic_id=AZDEQ_216
https://arizona.csod.com/ux/ats/careersite/4/home/requisition/8109?c=arizona
https://arizona.csod.com/ux/ats/careersite/4/home/requisition/8109?c=arizona
https://extension.arizona.edu/
https://extension.arizona.edu/
https://www.mcdowellsonoran.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Science-Coordinator-June-2022.pdf
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/pima/jobs/3568965/1845-program-coordinator-sustainability-programs-coordinator?department%5B0%5D=Office%20of%20Sustainability%20and%20Conservation&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/opportunities#jobs
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/conference/2022
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/conference/2022
https://www.azdeq.gov/604b-water-quality-grant-program
https://watereuse.org/event/arizona-water-reuse-symposium-2022/?instance_id=826
https://airtable.com/shrcRc0IM33P1trg0
https://airtable.com/shrcRc0IM33P1trg0
https://cvent.me/2EgV0Z?RefId=WRRC
https://cvent.me/2EgV0Z?RefId=WRRC
https://cvent.me/2EgV0Z?RefId=WRRC
https://ahssymposium.org/2022/register/
https://dddconf.org/
https://dddconf.org/
https://dddconf.org/
https://dddconf.org/
https://dddconf.org/
https://www.awwa.org/Events-Education/Water-Infrastructure
https://worldwatercongress.org/?ct=t%28EMAIL_IWA%20Newsletter%20Oct%202019_members_COPY_03%29&utm_source=Summer+Wave%2C+Vol.+8%2C+Issue+4+%288%2F7%2F2020%29&utm_campaign=WW-8-7-20&utm_medium=email
https://worldwatercongress.org/?ct=t%28EMAIL_IWA%20Newsletter%20Oct%202019_members_COPY_03%29&utm_source=Summer+Wave%2C+Vol.+8%2C+Issue+4+%288%2F7%2F2020%29&utm_campaign=WW-8-7-20&utm_medium=email
https://ahssymposium.org/2022/
https://cvent.me/Z1D3e1?RefId=WRRC
https://www.grac.org/events/426/
https://www.ou.edu/coe/centers/water
https://verderiver.org/events/
https://verderiver.org/events/
https://verderiver.org/sotvw/
https://verderiver.org/sotvw/


Oct 6-8: SustainValencia2022; Achieving Sustainable Groundwater Management:
Promising Directions and Unresolved Challenges
Nov 7-9: AWRA 2022

PUBLICATIONS & MEDIA

Petersen-Perlman, Jacob D.; Aguilar-Barajas, Ismael; Megdal, Sharon B. 2022.
“Drought and Groundwater Management: Interconnections, challenges, and policy
responses” Current Opinion in Environmental Science & Health, In Press, Journal
Pre-proof.https://doi.org/10.1016/j.coesh.2022.100364

Megdal, Sharon B. “Managed Aquifer Recharge.” The Water Report, 220 (June
15, 2022): 1-9.

OTHER NOTICES

City of Tucson Announces John P. Kmiec as Director of Tucson Water. More Info.

ADEQ is requesting nominations for additions of waters to the new Surface Water
Protection Program Protected Surface Waters List. Nominated surface waters
should be sent along with supporting documentation to PSWL@azdeq.gov to be
evaluated for inclusion during the rulemaking that will be completed in December
2022. The deadline to submit nominated waters is July 1, 2022.

Do you have a story idea, water job announcement, or event to share? 
Contact us here
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