Images (clockwise from left): Sharon B. Megdal with
Stockholm Junior Prize winner Moroti Adegboyega at
the Royal Banquet; Indigenous group Sunday gathering
at the Embassy of Canada to Sweden; Informal Women
in Water Diplomacy Network meet-up.

Reflections: On a Meaningful
Stockholm World Water Week

by Sharon B. Megdal
September 4, 2026

always offers meaningful opportunities to engage with people and groups from throughout

the world. This year’s program, titled Water for People and Progress, was no exception. I had
the pleasure of taking part in an exceptional variety of engagement opportunities. In addition to
participating in two conference sessions, I spoke at two less formal exhibit hall sessions and, for the
first time, attended two key award ceremonies. I also had the honor of connecting again with World
Water Week’s Indigenous participants, and I participated in programming related to the December
2026 UN Water Conference.

S tockholm World Water Week, organized by the Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI),

My anchor participation was serving as moderator for the August 24 session, Trust and Collaboration
as Preconditions for Water Stewardship. This session grew out of an October 2025 workshop on
Collaborative Adaptive Management, through the support of CSIRO AquaWatch, the International
Association for Great Lakes Research, and the Foundation for Food & Agriculture Research. To
open the session, Inger Axid Albinsson, President of the Stockholm Sami Association, welcomed us to
the lands of the Sami. The session featured speakers from the US (Chairwoman Amelia Flores, Austin
Stevenot, and Karletta Chief), Canada (Jerome Marty and Abraham Francis), and Australia (Phil Duncan,
Sally Waller, and Janet Anstee). Rather than attempt to convey in my words the session’s insights, I
provide the beautiful composite illustration of the session prepared by Biologist and Science Illustrator
Audrey Robert. Each of the four panels within the composite — Water is Life, Solutions, Institutional
Roles and Responsibilities, and Trust and Relationships — can be accessed here.



https://worldwaterweek.org/2026/programme
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/publication/reflections-collaborative-adaptive-management
https://www.csiro.au/en/about/challenges-missions/aquawatch
https://iaglr.org/
https://iaglr.org/
https://foundationfar.org/
http://audreyrobert.com
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/audrey-robert-illustrations
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Before Abraham Francis closed the session
with words of thanksgiving, in-room and
virtual participants were asked to respond to
this question: What are the key ingredients for
trust and collaboration? Based on the resulting
word cloud, Audrey Robert produced an image
that beautifully illustrates the responses.

I also had the opportunity to contribute

to a session convened by UN University
on Evidence for Action: The UN Water
Conference Academic Hub, where I spoke
briefly to a question about how the WRRC'’s
experiences working with collaborators
can inform how the UN Water Conference
Academic Hub structures academia—-UN

Ot dras( ohect. Com

CHANGE THE NARRAT|VE : SLow DOwN

4
TRe ralationak Bafore we wonk togttun

awith A /m.;u enoua

Feoples disk mot m,z
writi. TRUST
WE REBUILD?

wow 00

REAT
‘(EW‘_E uke

pe0PY

Bafore talking
lousiness

Austin 3 s« down

Stevenot

have o meal

Projects [NDIGENOUSLY

directed '\ —,
/—9/ Knowladge
RalakionSbup ) SWlonmckion TSN

witf
Co

Mpowuw\uf

INDIGENOUS SCIENCE
RECOGNISED INCLUDE
BEREES == ° INDIGENOUS

BY ALL ous
oi,oow BE AFRAIy) N2
-~

SHARE
TRANSFER 3¢5, ] Moty

MovE BEYOND
ConSVLTATIONS

{ul\. Secanion MMNBKIng

M

\;'J‘

Include date
Sovereigaty

ROLES .

.

Jonet Anstee

a7
vj'fw PRINCIPLES

T Work
TOGETHER

Co- DUIGM
PRo]EcTs

ReconcitiaTion 1

EVERYONE'S RESPONSIBILITY

@ AMpbgAa Amdigenous
oicae ¥ Cuate Apese

@vmumfu?h 2ngage

(O] M%\W {Azj}:
gt chang.

ASK THE CoMMuUNITIES
THEIR PRIORITIES!

O drugrond. Com

Foun DATOOﬁ ASK

L, Start ot the base

i

A:o)’mJW\

Q@ Come g DO THINGS

© PATIENCE DIFFERENTLY

s o RELATION =

gﬂmmwjtm CO DES'(JN
= wodiono connect+ion @D S

N KEY |NGRE|)|[NT5? B
o Trant é‘)
PupmitityCOLLABORATION ., =

LISTENING @
/ EMPATHY ENGAGE
Sofe- Spacer Wdumiamobvxg/

fy Tronsparen ronspacency COOD FA\

TRAINING

|

\

(%]
ul
&
2
<
=
<«

>
w

WAY S

OPENNESS

Pon:
Olaclusy Roluct

collaboration going forward. I commented that relationships built upon mutual respect and trust are

essential for effective cooperation and collaboration. Inclusive engagement, involving both expert
stakeholders and civil society, is crucial. Regarding effective education and information sharing,
multiple communication platforms, e.g., academic and non-academic publications, are needed, and


https://unu.edu/

open access to academic publications is a must. I concluded by noting the importance of those in
academia being responsive to inquiries and requests.

Stockholm World Water Week programming was closely connected to the UN Water Conference,
which will be held in Abu Dhabi December 8-10, 2026. Many sessions focused on UN Water
Conference engagement, especially through its interactive dialogues and on actions to advance
meeting Sustainable Development Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and
sanitation for all.

I spoke at SIWT’s exhibition booth session on the Routledge
Handbook of Water Diplomacy, which is available for

free download and to which I contributed Chapter 43,
Factors That Contribute to Successful Diplomatic Outcomes:
Case Study of the Colorado River Basin Cross-Boundary
Institution. Later in the week, I had the opportunity to draw
upon my transboundary water work and experiences during
a lively 30-minute panel discussion of Two Countries,

One Shared Water Future, which was hosted at Mexico’s
exhibition booth.

Although this was the sixth time I attended Stockholm World A panel discussion at Mexico’s exhibition booth.
Water Week, I had never before attended the ceremonies
for the two key awards. The August 25, 2026, ceremony
celebrated the winner of the Junior Stockholm Water Prize
and winning entrants from each participating country. The
prize’s patron, H.R.H. Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden,
presented the Junior Stockholm Water Prize to Moroti
Adegboyega of Canada. At the poster session before the
ceremony, students explained with clarity their impressive
projects. There, I had the pleasure of meeting the winning
team from the US, Aarush Jain and Soham Kela of North
Carolina.

With US Stockholm Junior Water Prize entrants Aarush
Jain and Soham Kela

Another first for me was attending the August 26, 2026,
Royal Banquet, at which His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf
officially presented the Stockholm Water Prize to Professor
Kaveh Madani, Director of UN University’s Institute for
Water, Environment and Health. The banquet was held in
the stunning second-floor ceremonial hall at Stockholm
City Hall. Professor Madani’s name will be familiar to those
who attended the WRRC’s June 10, 2026, water webinar
on global water bankruptcy. Professor Madani’s work, along
with his personal and professional journey, was featured
throughout Stockholm World Water Week. I encourage
people to look for session recordings on World Water Week’s
YouTube channel in late September.

My week was full of interactions, including with participants

from the Indigenous community, who were graciously His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf awards Stockholm
Water Prize to Kaveh Madani. Image: Sharon B. Megdal



https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Water-Diplomacy/Islam-Smith-Klimes-Salzberg/p/book/9781032013893
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Water-Diplomacy/Islam-Smith-Klimes-Salzberg/p/book/9781032013893
https://stockholmwaterfoundation.org/stockholm-junior-water-prize/
https://stockholmwaterfoundation.org/stockholm-water-prize/
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/events/wrrc-water-webinar-global-water-bankruptcy-living-beyond-our-hydrological-means-post-crisis

hosted by Inger Axi¢ Albinsson. A Message from Indigenous Delegates to World Water Week
participants concludes with the following words:

Early, full and effective participation by Indigenous Peoples in governance and decision-
making for environmental management, cultural heritage protection, and climate change
is essential to enabling a sustainable future. We need to be empowered in generating global
climate change solutions that embed both Indigenous knowledge systems and science.

We have an opportunity to move forward together so that Indigenous Peoples are included in
the processes required to develop the cultural science, policies and plans for these pressing
global challenges that affect us all.

The Women in Water Diplomacy Network was well

represented at the conference. A casual Sunday meet-up
brought many existing and new members
together, and the network’s signature round _
clip was worn by several conference speakers ecisions that.secure
and participants. ol ¥ arfo m 3 futree 2

Throughout the week, four of us connected to the
University of Arizona engaged actively with each

other and the numerous groups and individuals who
traveled to Stockholm from across the globe. Joining

me were first-time attendees Professor and Indigenous
Resilience Center Director Karletta Chief; Water, Society,
and Policy Master’s program graduate Nieves Vazquez;
and University of Arizona Miss Native American and
Environmental Science Major Laylalanai Gocobachi.
Nieves and Laylalanai represented our region as members
of the cohort of World Water Week’s Future Water
Leaders. Sometimes it takes traveling a far distance to U of A Contingent (L to R): University of Arizona Miss

meet and spend quality time with those close by! Native American and Environmental Science Major
Laylalanai Gocobachi, Sharon B. Megdal, Professor and

. . . Indigenous Resilience Center Director Karletta Chief, and
Stockholm World Water Week certainly delivered rich, Watﬂr, Society, and Policy Master’s program graduate

diverse, and meaningful experiences. Nieves Vazquez
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https://www.worldwaterweek.org/news/a-message-from-indigenous-delegates-to-world-water-week-participants
https://www.worldwaterweek.org/news/a-message-from-indigenous-delegates-to-world-water-week-participants
https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-water-diplomacy-network/
https://worldwaterweek.org/news/future-water-leaders-2026
https://worldwaterweek.org/news/future-water-leaders-2026



