
Nikki Tulley, M.W.R
Ph.D. Candidate, University of Arizona
nikkitulley@email.arizona.edu

@nikkitulley



My First Teachers

“Everything has a 
purpose and a 
relationship to 

the overall 
ecosystem.”



An Ever-Changing World



Water Resilience
● “The capacity to recover 

quickly from difficulties; 
toughness.” -Google

● “All communities need safe 
drinking water and properly 
treated wastewater.” -EPA



Tribal Water Resilience

● More than a human and 
water interaction.

● Thinking about all who need 
access to water to keep life 
balance.

● Living in a home without 
running water the term 
conservation takes on a 
different perspective.



Approaches Taken
● Land and Water Planning
● Water Resources Management
● Maintaining the Drinking 

Water and Sanitation
● Traditional Water Knowledge 

and Practices 



Developing a Different 
Reflection to Contribute

● Watching the land in 
relation to the sun

● Ya’iishyaashchili (June): 
Planting of Early Crops

● Earth Observation 
● Drought Severity 

Evaluation Tool



Remembering, 
Contributing, and 
Preparing


