


• Translating science is not just about changing 
language; it’s about conveying technical knowledge 
into local contexts, bridging disciplines, and building 
connections between science, policy, and 
communities.

• In transboundary regions like Arizona–Sonora, this 
becomes especially relevant due to shared 
challenges, differing scales, and distinct institutional 
contexts.

“Science is not enough unless it is understood, trusted, 
and used.”



• Groundwater is the main source of 
water for many U.S.-Mexico border 
communities.
• Water issues cross borders—so must 

our understanding.
• Stakeholders need usable, timely 

information.
• Shared aquifers mean shared 
responsibility.
• “Groundwater knows no borders—our 
research shouldn’t either.”



• TAAP produces binational 
assessments of shared aquifers 
using harmonized data, maps, 
and indicators.

• Translated knowledge enables:
• Binational consensus (via the 

IBWC Cooperative 
Framework)

• Publicly available bilingual 
reports (e.g., San Pedro)

• Knowledge co-production

Principal Engineers of IBWC/CILA 
signing the Joint Report in 

August 2009.



Different classification systems for the same units.



https://wrrc.arizona.edu/programs/taap-transboundary-aquifer-assessment-program/news?page=2

https://wrrc.arizon
a.edu/programs/t
aap-
transboundary-
aquifer-
assessment-
program/publicati
ons



• Translating science in transboundary contexts means 
aligning methods, terms, and outputs across institutions 
and countries.

• It involves co-developing frameworks that make data 
usable and relevant for decision-makers on both sides of the 
border.

• The TAAP demonstrates that sustained collaboration can 
lead to technically sound, binationally agreed outcomes.



For more information please visit:
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/programs/taap-transboundary-
aquifer-assessment-program

Contact: elia.tapia@unison.mx
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