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• Water can create peace or spark conflict.
• When water is scarce or polluted, or when people have unequal, or no access, tensions can 

rise between communities and countries.
• More than 3 billion people worldwide depend on water that crosses national borders. Yet, only 

24 countries have cooperation agreements for all their shared water.
• As climate change impacts increase, and populations grow, there is an urgent need, within and 

between countries, to unite around protecting and conserving our most precious resource.
• Public health and prosperity, food and energy systems, economic productivity and 

environmental integrity all rely on a well-functioning and equitably managed water cycle.
• When we cooperate on water, we create a positive ripple effect – fostering harmony, generating 

prosperity and building resilience to shared challenges.
• We must act upon the realization that water is not only a resource to be used and competed 

over – it is a human right, intrinsic to every aspect of life.
• This World Water Day, we all need to unite around water and use water 

for peace, laying the foundations of a more stable and prosperous 
tomorrow. (emphasis added)

Reflecting on WWD 2024
Bullets from UN-Water website:



4

March 22-23, 2023 – 
UN Water Conference 

Reflections on World Water Day 2022
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https://wrrc.arizona.edu/news-events/2024-
conference/wrrc-2024-conference-agenda

WRRC 2024 Annual 
Conference held 
March 12-13, 2024
Implementing 
Water Solutions 
Through 
Partnerships

Session 
recordings 
now available!

https://wrrc.arizona.edu/news-events/2024-conference/wrrc-2024-conference-agenda
https://wrrc.arizona.edu/news-events/2024-conference/wrrc-2024-conference-agenda
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From my ”Salty Reflections” talk to the Multi-state Salinity Coalition, 29 February 2024
• Establish and maintain connections. 

• When you meet a great expert – keep in touch and find out a way to continue connecting 
(don’t be one and done)

• Doing things that seem “out of your job description” or out of your comfort zone can 
not only be good but can be great.

• Ask questions to learn and listen to learn.
• Be proactive in communicating. 
• Network and maintain networks.

• This can be exhausting but can have big rewards, including enhancing your own ability to 
help others advance in their careers. 

• Networking is a two-way street.  
• Make introductions!  
• Organize panels 

• Be responsive, including with the media.

On networking – from local to global
Networking leads to partnerships and cooperation
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Process factors from a case study I’ve written about transboundary Colorado River 
Water and the International Boundary and Water Commission (in press)

1. A functioning mechanism for cooperation, including knowledge co-production
2. Mutual respect contributing to trust
3. Involvement of interested parties (stakeholders)
4. Good communication
5. Persistence and Patience
6. Eating with your partners
7. Leadership

Addressing wicked water problem requires 
broadly collaborative efforts

Binational Summit on Groundwater at the 
United States-Mexico Border. April 2019 
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Connecting this to our special guests

Gwendena
Lee-Gatewood
Indigenous Women’s 
Leadership Network

WRRC 2020 Conference
Held virtually due to pandemic

https://www.iwln.org/

https://www.eli.org/events/women-water-diplomacy-
network-2023-year-review-online-event
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Kash Siddiqi
Former Footballer 
and Football for 

Peace Co-founder

Emily Brooks
Lead for Football for 
Peace’s Rehydrate 
the Earth Campaign

https://www.footballforpeace.org.uk/#
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Moderator:
Jamie McEvoy
Incoming Associate 

Director, Water 
Resources Research 
Center, University of 

Arizona

Open mic discussion/Q&A 
moderated by Jamie McEvoy

Until 1:15 Arizona time


